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THE WILL TO GET 

Primitive man bequeathed it to us. Ancient civilizations built 
it into history. The age of revolutions gave it a philosophy. 
Ecclesiasticism promised it heaven in return for obedience to creeds. 

And thus it is ours — relentless, respectable, religious. 

But it is not of the mind of Jesus. 

4(5™' tS^ ffi& 

The Will to Get ruins many a teaching of our Lord. 

It is more blessed to give than to receive. Then let us be 
generous and let the other man have the larger blessing! 

We cannot serve God and Mammon, so, as it were, we combine 
religion and business into a corporation and worship the corporation. 
Thus we hope to observe the words of Jesus and at the same time 
gain the reward of Mammon. 

o^v t&* v^ 

Sometimes the Will to Get adopts more direct methods. 

We are told to tithe because God will make us prosperous as a 
reward. 

We are told to send missionaries to China because China's trade 
will go to the nation from which the missionaries come. 

We are encouraged to establish welfare work among our work- 
men because they will produce more if they are bathed and happy. 

o^* ^^* q&* 

Are we then hypocrites? Not of necessity. Sometimes we 
are more Christian than we like to appear — sheep trying to hide in 
the skins of wolves. 

But hypocrites or not, we are not yet intelligently Christian 
after the way of Jesus. We fail to recognize the penetrating good 
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sense in his teaching; the inerrancy of his diagnosis of human ills; 
the worth of his medicine for souls. 

To get, to save, to get again, and again to save — this is the 
advice of those to whom Jesus is but a name or a shred of some ill- 
understood orthodoxy. 

To share with those who lack coats or food or opportunities or 
privilege — this is the message of Jesus. 

With him to love is to gain; to die is to live. 

We have not yet realized the gospel that lies in this sacrificing 
social-mindedness. We still prefer social service to the giving of 
social justice. 

We still deify thrift. 

The Will to Get still checks the Will to Share. 

Is it any wonder that the man who would enter the Kingdom of 
God needs to be born from above ? 

qfi& Gf& G&^ 

The Will to Power is a servant of the Will to Get. The game 
for the sake of the game is as unattractive as art for the sake of art. 

Men want power in order to get; they want skill in order to get; 
they want salvation in order to get. 

What? That which is the opposite of their fears — poverty, 
mediocrity, hell. 

fl^Wf t&* v^ 

Such desires are not evil, but they need to be Christianized by 
the cross of Christ. When we really see the meaning of our Lord's 
death, we shall also see the meaning of his command for us to deny 
ourselves and take up our crosses and follow him. 

The Will to Get was among the ordinances that he nailed upon 
the cross. 



